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This Sentencing Snapshot takes a closer look at the
characteristics of and average sentences for felony
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narcotic and hallucinogenic drug offenses, defined

in Criminal Law Article (CR), §§ 5-602 through 5- e
606, and penalized in CR, §§ 5-608 and 5-609, that 5,511 Firearms Offenses
originated in Maryland circuit courts in calendar 10,484 Other Person Offenses

years 2017 through 2019. These offenses include
the manufacture, distribution, possession with
intent to distribute, and common nuisance 6,304 Other Drug Offenses
violations involving narcotic and  select
hallucinogenic drugs, including, but not limited to,
cocaine, heroin, fentanyl, PCP, and LSD. Felony
narcotics and hallucinogenic drug offenses are | property Offenses
generally punishable by up to 20 vyears
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SENTENCES FOR FELONY NARCOTICS/HALLUCINOGEN OFFENSES IN MARYLAND CIRCUIT COURTS

Total Sentence
suspended time

Includes jail/prison time, credit for time served, home detention, and

Guidelines-Applicable Sentence

Includes jail/prison time, credit for time served, and home detention
Does not include suspended time

FELONY NARCOTICS/HALLUCINOGEN OFFENSES - SENTENCE LENGTH DISTRIBUTION
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The most common sentence among
this category of offenders is
suspend all but time served. Nearly
75% of these defendants serve no
time post-sentencing.

36%

@ GUIDELINES-APPLICABLE
SENTENCE GREATER THAN 10

YEARS

Over half of defendants in this
category have an offender score of
7 or greater. Nearly 90% have a
major prior record. Just over 70%
were involved in the criminal justice
system at the time of the offense.

FELONY NARCOTICS/HALLUCINOGEN OFFENSES - GUIDELINES-APPLICABLE SENTENCE
BY OFFENDER SCORE AND FIREARMS OR OTHER WEAPONS OFFENSE CONVICTION
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GUIDELINES-APPLICABLE SENTENCE LENGTH

9 % OF FELONY

NARCOTICS/HALLUCINOGEN

DEFENDANTS ARE CONVICTED
AT THE SAME TIME OF A
FIREARMS OR OTHER WEAPONS

ACROSS OFFENDER SCORES, FELONY NARCOTICS/HALLUCINOGEN DEFENDANTS CONVICTED AT THE SAME TIME OF A FIREARMS
OR OTHER WEAPONS OFFENSE, ON AVERAGE, RECEIVE A GUIDELINES-APPLICABLE SENTENCE FOR THE NARCOTICS/

HALLUCINOGEN OFFENSE THAT IS NEARLY TWICE THE LENGTH IMPOSED AMONG DEFENDANTS NOT CO-CONVICTED OF A
FIREARMS OR OTHER WEAPONS OFFENSE.
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